
Dr. Albert Brauer Recognized as Inspirational Rotarian

    One of Oregon Pacific Bank’s original founders and long-time OPB board member, Dr. Albert 

Brauer, was recently recognized by Rotary International as an “Inspirational Rotarian”.  Dr. Brauer 

has a long history of service not only to the local Rotary organization, but to the Florence area 

community as a whole.    

    Dr. Brauer followed his father into the medical field, attending the University of Nebraska for 

one year, then transferring to the University of Oregon.   While earning his degree, he pulled 

lumber on the Weyerhauser “green chain”.   He eventually returned to the University of Nebraska 

Medical School where he met and married Alice Maier.

     Dr. Bauer’s internship took the couple to Eugene, Oregon followed by a residency in Martinez, CA.  From there he was drafted 

into the Navy where he served as a battalion surgeon with the Marines in Hawaii.  Dr. Brauer moved to Florence to practice 

medicine in 1958, and continued providing medical care to local families for 31 years.

    Although Dr. Brauer was very busy maintaining his practice, he still found time to be involved in the Florence community.  Dr. 

Brauer was on the Siuslaw School board from 1960 – 1966.  He was a charter member of the Lane Community College Board 

from 1964 to 1976 and was instrumental in the establishment of the Florence campus.  Dr. Brauer was the Incorporator of the 

Western Lane Community foundation when it was established by the Rotary organization in 1974 and received the very first 

Florence First Citizen’s Award in 1968. 

     Dr. Brauer was a founding member of Oregon Pacific Bank, and served as Board Chairman until 2007.  He was an organizing 

member of Front Desk Florence, and became president of its board in 2010.  Front Desk is a non-profit group whose purpose is to 

keep people living well in their own homes as long as possible.  

     Dr. Brauer was president of the Florence Rotary Club from 1966 to 1967 and was the developer of Somerset Estates, a quiet 

residential community.  He helped entice Sacred Heart Hospital to build a state of the art facility in Florence and has served as a 

member of the board since its inception. 

     When Dr. Brauer retired in 1989, he spent three years as the director of Mercy Hospital in Eldana Ravine, Kenya.  He has made 

18 medical mission trips to Africa starting in 1970.  On the second trip, he was involved in a head-on automobile collision that killed 

his wife, Alice.  He was severely injured, resulting in the amputation of his lower leg and months of physical and emotional recovery.

     Dr. Brauer was nursed back to health by his present wife, Catherine, from Ireland, who at that time was a missionary nurse and 

midwife in Kenya.  They were married in 1973. 

     Dr. Brauer has six children by his first wife, all of whom he is very proud of.  He and his wife Catherine make their home on the 

shores of Woahink Lake. 


